[Cell density of the corneal endothelium after penetrating keratoplasty. A retrospective study by specular microscopy].
Endothelial cell density of 70 penetrating grafts and 11 lamellar keratoplasties was studied by specular microscopy. In perforating transplants, mean cell density was 1150 cells/mm2. No correlation could be established between cell counts and diagnosis or associated surgical procedures. Minimal cell density for a clear transplant appears to be of the order of 450 cells/mm2. In lamellar keratoplasties cell loss is reduced, and this may be one way to increase the proportion of clear grafts when endothelium is healthy.